IN THE CLAIMS; 



Kindly amend claims 1-3 , 9, 19, 21 and 22 by- 
writing them in amended form as follows: 




1. (Twice Amended) A near-field optical head, 
cfcmffro/sing: 

a slider supported by a suspensio/i arm providing a 
load 'weight and obtaining a floating force due to a relative 
motion of the slider with respect to a recording medium so 
that a gap is produced between a bottom/surf ace of the slider 
and a surface of the recording medium due to a balance between 
the load weight and the floating force; and 

a probe provided in the bottom surface of the slider 
for producing a near-field light oy converting a near-field 
light produced on a surface of thp recording medium into a 
propagation light; 

wherein the recording/ medium and the probe interact 
through the near-field light when the slider is caused to 
undergo scanning movement relative to a surface of the 
recording medium to thereby /effect at least one of the 
recording of information onto the recording medium and the 
reproducing of information stored on the recording medium; and 

wherein the prpbe protrudes from the bottom surface 
of the slider toward thfe recording medium so that a distance 
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between the probe and the recording medium is smaller than a 
distance between a part of the bottojft surface of the slider 
closest to the recording medium arm the recording medium so 
that the probe can be brought to/within several nanometers to 
several tens of nanometers clo^e to the recording medium to 
enable high resolution optical reading and/ or recording of 
data on the recording medi* 

2. (Twice Amended) A near-field optical he$ 
according to claim 1; wherein the probe comprises a 
microscopic aperture formed in the slider for producing a near 
field light or converting a near-field light produced on a 
surface of the recording medium into the propagation light, 

3. (Twice Amended) A near-field optical head 
according to claim 1; wherein the probe comprises a 
microscopic protrusion extending from th^^ bottom surface of 
the slider for producing a near field Light or converting a 
near-field light produced on a surfac^ of the recording medium 
into the propagation light. 

/ 

9. (Amended) A near-field optical head according to 



claim 4; wherein the moving mechanism simultaneously controls 
at least one of the amount and/the direction of protrusion of 



the probe from the bottom surface of the slider, and scanning 
movement of the slider with /respect to the recording medium. 
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Artr 19. (Amended) A near-field optical Thead comprising: 
/a sliTOonrt member mounted to undergo relatives movement with 
respect to a sample; and a probe protruding from a bottom 
surface of the support member for produ/cing a near-field light 
or converting a near-field light produced at a surface of the 
sample into a propagation light; wherein the sample and the 
probe interact through the near-field light when the support 
member undergoes relative movement with respect to the surface 
of the sample; and wherein a part of the bottom surface of the 
support member closest to the sample is more distant f roAi the 
sample than the probe so that the probe can be brought/ to 
within several nanometers /to several tens of nanometers close 
to the sample. / / 






21. (Amende^) A near-field optical ^ead according 

to claim 19; wherein the probe comprises a microscopic 

/ 

aperture formed in the support member for producing a near 

/ 

field light or converting a near-field light produced on a 

/ . 

surface of the sample into the propagation light. 

/ . 

22. (Amended) A near-field optical head according 

to claim 19 ; wherein the probe comprises a microscopic 

/ 

protrusion extending from the support member for producing a 
near field light or converting a^near-field light produced on 

i 

a surface of the recording medium into the propagation light. 






/ ^ 


3 



